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What happens at Area Meeting?

If this is your first Area Meeting (AM), welcome.  We hope you’ll come again. 
London West AM is the body with primary responsibility for making decisions in relation to Quaker church affairs in this part of London.  Our business meetings are held in the spirit of worship, guided by God’s presence.  Members of London West AM should take part in business meetings as often as they can.  Attenders need permission in advance from the Clerk.  
Business meetings can be a bit daunting for first-timers.  We hope the following provides helpful guidance.  If you ever feel that you are unsure about what is going on, do say so; we don’t want anyone to feel that they are unable to contribute.  Everyone’s views are valid.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Come with heart and mind prepared.  Some papers are circulated beforehand, for Friends to read.  If you haven’t received them, ask your local meeting clerk to add your name to the circulation list.
· Our meeting always starts with a period of silent worship, during which a reading may be given.  As at any meeting for worship, if you are moved by the spirit, you may wish to give ministry during this time. 
· The role of the Clerks is to ensure that we keep to the agenda, and that the sense of the meeting is captured in a minute which everyone is content with.   
· If you wish to speak on any item, signal to the Clerks that you wish to do so (by standing if you are able, or by putting your hand up) and wait to be called.  
· If someone has spoken before you, wait for a few moments to allow others to reflect on what has been said. 
· The first time you speak, start by stating your name and your local meeting.  Generally you will be called to speak only once on any item. 
· Address comments to all those in the room, not to any particular person.  
· Be ready to listen patiently to others whose views may differ from your own. 
· At the end of the meeting we have a few minutes of closing worship, for silent reflection.  During this time the Clerk will formally sign the minutes on behalf of the meeting.  But the meeting does not end until the two Clerks shake hands.  
Finally, please ensure that your mobile phone is turned off, so that our worship is undisturbed by incoming calls or texts.  
We hope you will find the experience of Area Meeting a joyful one. 
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